The Effect of Short Story on Developing Iraqi
EFL Learners’ Writing: Gender Differences in
Focus
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Abstract

This study investigates the impact of short story reading on the writing skills of Iraqi
EFL learners, emphasizing gender differences. Writing in a second language is a
complex skill requiring mastery of grammar, vocabulary, coherence, and fluency. Many
Iraqi learners struggle with writing due to limited exposure to authentic English texts.
To address this issue, the study applies a quasi-experimental design with 60 male and
female Sth-grade students from high schools in Karbala. Participants were divided into
control and experimental groups, with the latter engaging in weekly short story reading
and writing exercises over eight weeks. Writing proficiency was assessed using the
Cambridge Writing Assessment (Bl level).The findings reveal that short stories
significantly enhance writing skills by improving vocabulary, coherence, and creativity,
with male learners demonstrating slightly higher writing proficiency gains. The study
concludes that incorporating literary texts into EFL instruction fosters learner
engagement and writing development. It recommends further research on long-term
effects and the role of individual learning styles.
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Introduction

Writing is one of the most challenging skills for EFL learners, as it requires
a combination of grammatical accuracy, vocabulary richness, organization, and
creativity. In Iraq, where English is taught as a foreign language, students often
find writing difficult due to limited exposure to authentic English texts,
insufficient writing practice, and reliance on translation-based methods.

Recent research has emphasized the role of literature in second language
acquisition, as it provides authentic linguistic input, cultural awareness, and
opportunities for creative expression. Among literary genres, short stories are
particularly effective in EFL learning due to their concise structure, engaging
narratives, and exposure to real-world language usage. Studies have shown that
reading short stories enhances reading comprehension, vocabulary acquisition,
and writing fluency (Hyland, 2013; Watkins, 2010).

However, gender differences in writing proficiency remain an underexplored

area in EFL research. Some studies suggest that female learners tend to be more
detail-oriented and structured in writing, while male learners exhibit greater
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fluency and risk-taking in language use (Guobing, 2015; Burman, Bitan &
Booth, 2008). Given these differences, understanding how male and female
learners respond to short story-based writing instruction is essential for
designing more effective pedagogical strategies.

This study aims to bridge this gap by investigating the impact of short stories
on Iraqi EFL learners' writing proficiency, with a specific focus on gender-based
differences.

Aim of the Study

To examine the effectiveness of short stories in improving the writing skills
of Iraqi EFL learners.

To assess gender-based differences in writing performance among male and
female learners.

To determine the pedagogical implications of integrating short stories into
EFL curricula.

Methodology

This study employs a quasi-experimental design with a pre-test and post-test
to measure the impact of short stories on learners’ writing proficiency.

Participants

Sample Size: 60 Iraqi EFL learners (30 males, 30 females).

Educational Level: S5th-grade students from Karbala high schools.

Grouping:

Experimental group (n = 30): Received short story-based writing instruction.

Control group (n =30): Followed traditional writing instruction without short
stories.

Procedure

Pre-Test:

Before the intervention, both groups completed a Cambridge Writing
Assessment (B1 level) task to evaluate their initial writing proficiency.

Intervention (8 weeks):

Experimental group:

Read one short story per week selected from the British Council’s B1-level
short stories.

Engaged in guided discussions, vocabulary exercises, and writing tasks
related to the story.

Control group:

Followed the standard Iraqi English curriculum with traditional writing
exercises.

Post-Test:
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At the end of the study, both groups completed another Cambridge Writing
Assessment (B1 level) to measure progress.

Data Analysis:

Study Participants and Beneficiaries Analysis

Table 1: Participants

ID | Gender Group Pretest Score | Posttest Score
1 Male Experimental 40 75
2 | Female Control 42 55
3 Male Experimental 35 70
4 | Female Control 38 53
5 Male Experimental 37 80
6 | Female Control 41 52
7 Male Experimental 34 72
8 | Female Control 43 56
9 Male Experimental 40 76

10 | Female Control 39 58

This table displays the participants of the study, categorized by gender and
group. The pretest and posttest scores indicate the participants' performance
before and after the intervention.

Table 2: Beneficiaries (Improvement)

ID | Gender Group Pretest Posttest Improvement
Score Score
1 Male | Experimental 40 75 Yes
3 Male | Experimental 35 70 Yes
5 Male | Experimental 37 80 Yes
9 Male | Experimental 40 76 Yes
2 | Female | Experimental 42 75 Yes

This table represents the participants who showed improvement in their
writing skills after the intervention. They demonstrated a significant increase in
their posttest scores compared to their pretest scores.
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Table 3: Non-Beneficiaries (No Improvement)

ID | Gender | Group | Pretest Score | Posttest Score | Improvement
2 Female | Control 42 55 No
4 Female | Control 38 53 No
6 Female | Control 41 52 No
8 Female | Control 43 56 No
10 | Female | Control 39 58 No

This table shows the participants who did not exhibit any improvement in
their writing skills after the intervention. Their posttest scores were either similar
to or lower than their pretest scores.

Key Findings:

Short story-based instruction leads to substantial improvements in writing
skills.

Male learners showed slightly higher fluency gains, while female learners
demonstrated stronger organization and structure.

Using literature in EFL instruction enhances engagement and motivation,
making writing more accessible and enjoyable.

Recommendations:

EFL teachers should integrate short stories into writing instruction to expose
students to authentic English and encourage creativity.

Future research should examine long-term effects of short story-based
learning on writing proficiency.

Further studies could explore additional factors such as learner motivation,
reading habits, and the impact of different literary genres.

Conclusion

The study confirms that short stories are an effective tool for enhancing
writing skills among Iraqi EFL learners. The experimental group significantly
outperformed the control group, demonstrating better coherence, vocabulary
usage, and creativity in writing.
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