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University of Warsaw from the End of World War II to
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Abstract

The history of Arab-Islamic studies in Poland dates back to the early 19th
century when the first major centre for the oriental studies was established
in Vilnius university. The university was closed in 1832 due to the repressive
measures taken by the Russian Caesar against the Poles and Lithuanians
at that time. Between World Wars | and Il, three prominent centres were set
up for the Middle Eastern studies in Lviv (currently located in Ukraine),
Krakov, and Warsaw.These academic traditions paved the way for the
modern Arab-Islamic studies in Poland. In 1919, Professor Tadyosh
Kovaliski established the first institute for the Islamic studies — Faculty of the
Oriental Languages Philology in Yagyloniski University. The Institute of
Oriental Studies - Warsaw University in which Department of Arabic and
Islamic studies was established later, to be the largest research centre for
the Arabic and Islamic studies in Poland, was set up in 1932, i.e. between
the world war | and Il. In it, Arabic studies developed upon the arrival of
professor Yousif Bilaviski in Warsaw — a graduate of Yagyloniski, who was
a student of the Founding Father of the Polish Arabic studies.

Keywords: Arab-Islamic studies, Oriental studies, University of Warsaw,
Jagiellonian University, Arab-Islamic cultural relations
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