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Abstract

The Ottoman Empire was presented with a unique opportunity to observe and
evaluate advanced military technologies from both France and England. Through
this exposure, the Ottoman state sought to modernize its army. Consequently,
English rifles, the telegraph network, military music bands, and French techniques
for constructing logistical military buildings were among the innovations adopted
and integrated into the Ottoman military institution.

The deployment of internal security forces—originally tasked with maintaining
public order—to the battlefronts in an attempt to alter the course of the war resulted
in internal disorder that evolved into a genuine social crisis. As a result, the Ottoman
authorities reconsidered the military headquarters where Ottoman units had been
stationed while fighting against the allied forces and Imperial Russia. These
headquarters subsequently underwent comprehensive development and
reorganization. The buildings were redesigned to accommodate integrated military
units, drawing heavily on the model of French military barracks.

These developments and structural changes led to a significant increase in demand
for food supplies, textiles, footwear, cleaning materials, and fuel due to the large
concentration of soldiers in the region. Local merchants assumed responsibility for
meeting this growing demand. Moreover, all goods related to daily life that were
purchased by soldiers and military officials from local markets functioned as a direct
external stimulus to the local economy. As a result, merchants, producers, farmers,
and craftsmen who supplied the needs of the military barracks were able to increase
their capital and expand their production or stock. This situation ultimately led to a
noticeable development in local economies and contributed to the emergence of
prosperous and expanding urban centers that clearly outperformed neighboring
provinces. It is believed that all the military barracks examined across Anatolia
played a significant role in fostering the development of the cities in which they were
established, to a degree that surpassed other surrounding cities.
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