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A 3l daliy (alddiial)

The ministry occupied a pivotal position within the Fatimid state's administrative and
political apparatus since the Fatimids settled in Egypt in 358 AH/969 AD, forming the
link between the caliph and the rest of the state institutions. Although the Fatimid caliphs
monopolized executive power at the beginning of their reign, the expansion of the state
and the complexity of its affairs led to the emergence of the position of vizier as the
caliph's executive arm, responsible for managing the bureaus and organizing military
.and financial affairs

The Fatimid ministry went through various stages of development; it transitioned from
the limited executive ministry, in which the vizier was merely an executor of the caliph's
directives, to the delegative ministry, particularly during the era of ministers (since the
1 166eign of Badr al-Jamali in 466 AH/1074 AD)
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A study of the Fatimid ministry reveals fundamental transformations in the structure of
government and explains how this position helped stabilize the state during periods of
crisis, while simultaneously paving the way for the weakening of the caliphs' authority
and the decline of their influence in favor of the viziers in the late Fatimid era.
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