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Freedom to express opinions for members of the
legislative authority in Iraq
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Abstract

Freedom to express opinion is one of the basic freedoms granted by the

constitutional legislator to all individuals¢ including members of the
legislative authority¢ and this freedom is stipulated in the Iraqi Constitution
of 2005 and the bylaws of the House of Representatives. There are
constitutional guarantees for freedom to express opinion¢ which is the
principle of the supremacy of the constitution¢ the principle of equality¢ the
principle of separation of powers¢ and that the deprivation of freedom
Expressing an opinion¢ which includes intellectual freedom¢ leads to
coercion¢ that is¢ taking away the will of the individual. One of the forms of
coercion is intellectual coercion. This type of coercion is considered one of

the most serious problems faced by democratic systems. Therefore¢ the
legislator granted a member of the legislative authority immunity in order to
guarantee freedom of discussion¢ expression of opinion¢ and voting so that
the member performs his job. parliamentary elections without fear or
apprehension. As for procedural immunity¢ its purpose is not to terminate
the membership of the representative during the session. The Supreme
Federal Court in Iraq exercised oversight over the constitutionality of laws

as a means of guaranteeing freedoms¢ including the constitutionally
stipulated freedom to express opinions. It canceled many legislative texts for
violating the constitutional rules included. On fundamental rights and
freedoms.

Based on the above: this study was dealt with in two sections¢ in addition

to the introduction and conclusion¢ relying in our research on the descriptive
and analytical and historical method approach. The first section was devoted

to the content of freedom of expression of opinion¢ while the second section
reviewed the legal conditioning of freedom of expression of opinion for

members of the legislative authority. In this study¢< we have concluded that
the guarantees for freedom of expression of opinion for members of the
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legislative authority are regulated by a special law in order to clarify the
position of parliamentary immunity from it.

Keywords: Freedom of expression¢ member of parliament¢ legislative
authority¢ intellectual coercion¢ constitutional rules.
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