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The Term «al - ‘Afw» in the Qur’anic Verse {Take Forgiveness,
Enjoin What Is Right, and Turn Away from the Ignorant}
(al - Araf: 199) - A Comparative Exegetical Study -
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Abstract:

This study, following a descriptive and analytical approach supported by the com-
parative method, examines the meaning of the term al - ‘afw (pardon/forgiveness) in
the Almighty’s statement, { Take forgiveness, enjoin what is right, and turn away from
the ignorant} (al - A‘raf: 199), as interpreted by Qur’anic exegetes. The study seeks
to answer the following questions: What meanings have been attributed to the word
al - “afw? How have the exegetes approached and interpreted these meanings? Which
interpretation is the most preponderant?

To address these questions, the research is divided into two main sections, each
containing two subsections. The first section clarifies the linguistic meaning of al -
‘afw and its usage in the books of tafsir, based on consultation of more than forty
exegetical works, and examines how exegetes have treated the concept. The second
section is devoted to analyzing the various interpretations of al - ‘afw and weighing
the different scholarly opinions.

The methods adopted by the exegetes in presenting the meaning of al - ‘afw vary.
Some mention only one interpretation, others provide multiple meanings, some prefer
one view and explain the reasons for their preference, while others list the opinions
without clarifying the grounds for preference or rejection, each according to their own
methodology and style of interpretation. The study concludes that these meanings can

be reconciled, as there is no inherent contradiction among them.
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