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Abstract:

This research explores the dialectical relationship between reason (‘aql) and tra-
dition (‘naql) in philosophical thought, focusing on the differences between classi-
cal schools of philosophy and contemporary philosophical movements. The research
questions how these schools approached the concepts of reason and tradition, and the
foundations they used in interpreting knowledge and truth. Classical schools, such as
Islamic philosophy and ancient Western philosophy, often leaned towards privileging
either reason over tradition or vice versa in certain cases. In contrast, contemporary
movements, like analytical philosophy, existentialism, and idealism, aim to achieve a
balance or interaction between both. The research aims to analyze this dialectical rela-
tionship and how it has influenced the development of philosophy and epistemological

theories in the modern era.

Keywords: Reason, tradition, classical philosophy, contemporary philosophy,

Ash’arites, Western philosophy.
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(1) René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, trans. John Cottingham, Cambridge University
Press, 1996, pp. 40 - 50.
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