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A B S T R A C T  

Existentialism is one of the most recent and authentic 

intellectual schools of thought, reflecting the state of tension 

that has gripped the world in the last century, as humanity has 

lived with the anxiety of destruction and the threat of 

annihilation. Therefore, it has placed the human self at its 

central focus, influencing the phenomena surrounding the 

human self, which has earned it widespread popularity in the 

global cultural landscape, especially with the flourishing of 

existentialist literature by a number of prominent philosophers 

and writers who embraced this philosophy, most notably Paul 

Sartre. 

Contemporary Arabic novels have witnessed a significant 

influence of existentialism, focusing on understanding the 

essence of life through an understanding of human existence. 

This research, therefore, focuses on analyzing existential 

questions and their semantic impact in the novels of Latifa al-

Dulaimi, given her characters' preoccupation with and 

interaction with these questions.. 
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