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Abstract:
This research highlights the critical role of local governments In promoting
sustainable development, through a comparative study of three countries with
diverse political and administrative systems (Germany, Sweden, and Canada).
The study finds that decentralization, institutional empowerment, sustainable
financing, and coordination between levels of government are key factors for
successful local development policies. It also concludes that community
participation and capacity-building of local authorities directly enhance the
effectiveness and sustainability of development programs. The findings affirm
that achieving sustainable development requires a holistic vision and real
collaboration between central and local governments.
Keywords:Local Governments ¢« Sustainable Development¢< Decentralization«
Community Participation «Comparative Policies.
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