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Study
Al-Debei, F. & Akram, H. (2018). Role-Play Strategy and Its Effectiveness in
Enhancing Visual Thinking Skills in Art Education. Journal of Educational
Practice, 9(5), 44-53.
Obijective: To examine the effectiveness of role-play strategy in developing
visual thinking among secondary school students in art classes.
Method: Experimental with pre/post-test design.
Findings: Role-play significantly improved students’ ability to analyze and
interpret visual information.
Relevance: Directly supports
Adl) Ay 51l Jlae Gana (5 _anll S8l et 8 ) 52¥) Cand dpni) il alasin
Study
Meyer, J. & Thompson, R. (2020). Art Education and the Development of
Visual Thinking Skills: An Experimental Study. International Journal of Art
& Design Education, 39(3), 589-602.
Objective: To investigate how structured art education programs impact
students’ visual thinking skills.
Method: Mixed methods (quantitative tests + qualitative interviews).
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Findings: Students exposed to active, interactive art methods (including
drama and role-play) showed higher levels of creativity and visual literacy.
Relevance :
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Abstract

This study aims to examine the role of art education in developing visual
thinking among intermediate school students through the use of the role-
playing strategy as one of the modern teaching methods. Visual thinking is
considered one of the essential cognitive abilities that enables students to
interpret shapes, symbols, and images, analyze them, and connect them to
artistic and cognitive contexts, thereby contributing positively to the
enhancement of their creative and innovative skills.
The need for this research emerged as most current instructional practices in
art education still rely on traditional methods, which often emphasize
technical and practical aspects while neglecting students’ cognitive and
creative dimensions. The role-playing strategy, however, provides learners
with an interactive learning environment that engages them in performing
various artistic scenarios, thereby fostering accurate observation, stimulating
analytical and interpretive abilities, and enriching visual imagination.
The study is conducted within specific spatial, temporal, and human
boundaries: it is applied to intermediate school students in the Al-Rusafa First
Directorate of Education, Baghdad Governorate, during the 2024-2025
academic year. The research employs an experimental design involving two
groups (experimental and control) to measure the effectiveness of the strategy
in developing visual thinking using appropriate assessment tools.
The significance of this study lies in its theoretical and practical contribution
to the educational field, as it highlights the active role of art education in
fostering visual thinking skills and opens new pathways for teachers and
researchers to adopt modern instructional strategies that enhance students’
creative abilities. Furthermore, the study is expected to guide the educational
process toward the integration of interactive methods that strengthen the
connection between the artistic and cognitive dimensions, ultimately leading
to an improvement in the quality of education in intermediate schools.
Keywords: Art Education — Visual Thinking — Role-Playing — Modern
Teaching Methods
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