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Abstract

Relations between Russia and Ukraine during the period 2004-2019
played a decisive role in shaping developments in Moldova and the crisis
in Transnistria¢ reflecting a broader competition between Russian
influence and European aspirations in Eastern Europe. Politically« shifts in
Ukraine’s orientation toward the West led to changes in Moldova’s internal
political direction. The Orange Revolution encouraged some Moldovan

political forces to move closer to Europe« while the resurgence of Russian
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influence in Ukraine during the 2010s deepened divisions within Moldova
between pro-Western supporters and those favoring traditional ties with
Moscow. These dynamics also interacted with Ukraine’s policies toward

the Transnistrian conflict and Moldova’s territorial integrity.

Transnistria remained a central element in Russia’s strategy toward
Moldova¢ as the continued Russian military presence supports the
separatist region and helps keep the conflict frozen. This situation serves
as a geopolitical lever for Moscow in countering growing European
integration in the region and raises security concerns in Chisindu and
neighboring states. At the same time« tensions between Moscow and Kyiv
affected Moldova through energy and trade disruptions. Disputes between
Russia and Ukraine led to interruptions in gas supplies and energy
shortages¢ while Ukraine’s coordination with the European Union to
tighten border controls with Transnistria disrupted informal trade
networks. In response¢« Russia imposed sanctions on key Moldovan exports
such as wine and fruit¢ using economic pressure with clear political
implications¢ Ukraine’s stance toward Moldova and Transnistria also
shifted according to the direction of its foreign policy—ranging from
support for Moldova’s territorial integrity and closer cooperation with
Chisindu¢ to periods of alignment closer to Moscow¢ and then renewed
cooperation after 2014 aimed at curbing the smuggling of military goods
across the border. These measures contributed to supporting Moldovan

sovereignty¢« despite the continued existence of the frozen conflict.
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