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Abstract 

This study examines legitimation and delegitimation mechanisms in the 

political discourse of Arab digital news websites through a critical discourse 

analysis of Al Jazeera Net and Al Arabiya Net during the period 2024–2025. 

The study is based on the assumption that digital news discourse does not 

merely report political events, but actively constructs political meaning and 

legitimacy through specific linguistic and discursive strategies. 

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology and employs Critical 

Discourse Analysis (CDA) as a qualitative approach. The research population 

consists of political news and reports published on the two websites. A 

systematic time-based sample (one week per month) was used, along with a 

qualitative subsample of 40 items subjected to in-depth discourse analysis. The 

reliability of the analysis instrument was verified, with a coefficient of 0.85. 

The findings reveal clear differences in political discourse patterns between the 

two websites. Al Arabiya Net relies mainly on security-based and procedural 

legitimation, while Al Jazeera Net tends toward rational and analytical 

legitimation through contextual explanation. Delegitimation appears more 

explicit in Al Arabiya Net and more implicit in Al Jazeera Net. The study 

concludes that political discourse in Arab digital news websites reflects distinct 

editorial orientations and plays differentiated roles in shaping public political 

perception. 
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