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George Bernard Shaw's 1894 play, Arms and the Man is a landmark in 

the history of 

prevalent in the Victorian era to critical social 

realism. This play emerged from 

movement, as he sought to apply the 

principles of realistic theatre to contemporary 

War (1885-

1886), the play tells the story of Captain Bluntschli, a pragmatic Swiss 

Since its premiere at the Avenue Theatre in London in April 1894, the 

play has 

attack on military and patriotic values, while others 

considered it a comedic 

play as an anti-romantic comedy 

emphasizing his intention to deconstruct the 

that Shaw 

employed various realistic techniques to achieve this goal, including 

The study of realism in Arms and the Man is particularly relevant in the 

context of the 

become known as the problem play, which 

raises complex social and moral issues 

realism also 
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requires exploring the historical and intellectual context in which he 

theater critic Henrik Ibsen, whom Shaw considered a 

pioneer of modern realist 

Ibsenism" in which he defended Ibsenist 

realism and called for the application of its 

The historical context of the writing of Arms and the Man reveals the 

political and 

imperial expansion and military conflicts in the 

Balkans, a time that also saw the rise 

of the Fabian 

Society, a socialist reformist organization that sought to achieve social 

2009). These political commitments are 

in Arms and the Man which 

From a literary and theatrical the Man represents a 

turning point 

style. The play combined 

profound social critique, employing 

but 

subverting republican complex, realistic 

characters 

critical, realistic content 
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of the Shaw Theatre, distinguishing it 

discourse surrounding war and . Polish 

scholar Dariusz Faszcza 

press during the Balkan 

that its impact extended 

dimension 

underscores the realism in the play, revealing the 

Theoretically, Arms and the questions about the 

nature and 

reality, but rather an artistic 

selective techniques to offer a 

choosing elements 

from reality natural motivations, and everyday 

aims (AlJabban et al., 2023). This approach requires researchers 

to move beyond a 

The importance of studying the relationship between dramatic theory and 

theatrical 

before becoming a playwright, and he wrote 

numerous articles and introductions 

His Critics" Shaw 
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defended his realist approach against criticisms leveled at his early 

in portraying human motivations and social conditions (Baxter, 

2002). This profound 

and the Man making the play an ideal 

text for studying the relationship between 

the ongoing military conflicts and extreme nationalist rhetoric 

in the modern world. 

exposing the contradictions between 

ideological discourse and actual practice remain 

Furthermore, the play represents an important model for studying realistic 

dramatic 

seriousness and tragedy Arms and the Man 

demonstrates that realism can be achieved 

fusion of 

comedy and realism raises important theoretical questions about the 

Methodologically, studying realism in Arms and the Man requires a 

multidimensional 
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intellectual and ideological 

stance that demands a deep understanding of the context 
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1- Question of the Study 

This study seeks to answer the following central question: How is realism 

manifested 

2- Significance of the Study 

Theoretically, this study contributes to a more critical understanding of 

theatrical 
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examines the play within the context of its production 
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Methodologically, the study 

relies on a critical literary analysis 

studies or semiotic analysis of theatrical productions

the study is based primarily on Schwarzeneggeri

contribute to a 

realistic understanding of the play. These 

that ensure focus and depth of analysis, preventing the 

 

analysis of the play, examining its various 

elements dialogue

employed and their 

function within the text (Siddiqui & Raza, 2012

and social context and exploring its relationship to theatrical 
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developments 

particularly Shaw's 

critical and theoretical writings such as "The Essence 

in order to understand the theoretical foundations of Shawian realism 

axis involves a critical comparison between 

Shawian realism, Ibsenian 

socialist commitment, and how it 

deconstructs dominant discourses 

and 

surpass previous critical achievements (Dukore, 1973; AlJabban 

seeks to provide a comprehensive critical analysis 

that combines theoretical 

complete understanding of 

realism in Arms and the Man 

 

Romantic realism is evident in Arms and the Man as a 

comprehensive 
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opens the play by introducing 

Raina Petkoff, a Bulgarian aristocratic 
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