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Summary:   

Within the historical experience of Islamic civilization, the concept of ―Zakat 

al-‗Ilm‖ (the alms of knowledge) emerges as an authentic civilizational value 

that transcends the boundaries of mere transmission of information, evolving 

into a responsible practice of knowledge in the service of humanity and society. 

This axis aims to explore the manifestations of this concept across three 

interconnected levels: the individual, the institution, and the community.   

On the individual level, Muslim scholars throughout the ages embodied the 

alms of knowledge through authorship, teaching, and reform. For them, 

knowledge was never an end in itself, but rather a means to achieve public 

benefit. Prominent figures such as al-Ghazali, Ibn Sina, Ibn Rushd, Ibn 
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Khaldun, and others devoted their intellectual efforts to building educational 

and philosophical systems, contributing to the reform of social and religious 

realities. In doing so, they presented a living model of the scholar who views his 

knowledge as an ethical and social responsibility. Their writings, lessons, and 

reformist stances were a practical expression of the idea that knowledge is not 

to be hoarded, but to be shared and purified through giving.   

On the institutional level, endowments (awqaf) and scientific centers played a 

pivotal role in disseminating knowledge and awareness. Schools, libraries, and 

observatories were established through charitable endowments, making them 

accessible to students and scholars free of charge. These institutions formed an 

integrated intellectual infrastructure—such as the Nizamiyya school, Bayt al-

Hikma, al-Zaytuna Mosque, and al-Azhar—reinforcing the principle that 

spreading knowledge is a collective responsibility, and that scientific 

endowment represents one of the institutional forms of the alms of knowledge. 

These centers became spaces for the circulation of knowledge, the formation of 

scholarly elites, and the strengthening of civilizational consciousness.   

On the societal level, Islamic civilizational heritage reflects how the concept of 

the alms of knowledge evolved from an individual practice into a communal 

value. Disseminating and exchanging knowledge became part of the culture of 

Muslim society, a manifestation of intellectual solidarity. Communities 

embraced scholars, encouraged education, and regarded authorship and teaching 

as acts of charity, thereby contributing to the construction of a knowledge-based 

civilization characterized by justice, tolerance, and scientific advancement. 

Thus, the alms of knowledge in the Islamic experience was not merely a 

theoretical idea, but a civilizational practice deeply rooted in collective 

consciousness, shaping the features of a society founded upon knowledge and 

responsibility.  

In conclusion, this axis presents a comprehensive vision of the concept of the 

alms of knowledge in Islamic civilization, portraying it as a multidimensional 

practice manifested in the conduct of scholars, the structure of institutions, and 

the culture of society—making it a fundamental pillar in the construction of 

civilizational intellectual awareness.  
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