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<& ABSTRACT

This research focuses on the study and analysis of a Sumerian cuneiform text dating to
the Third Dynasty of Ur (2112-2004 BCE). The text documents the wages of a group of
workers in the city of Iri-Sag-Rik, which was considered one of the urban centers under
the central administration of Sumer during that period. It presents a vivid example of the
advanced administrative and economic system that characterized this era.

The text records food rations—such as barley, beer, and other items—as units of wages
granted to workers based on the nature of the work, gender, age, and social status. Cune-
iform texts documenting the daily wages and allowances of workers constitute a funda-
mental source for understanding the economic and social structure of the Sumerian state.

This particular tablet is one of the confiscated (i.e., unprovenanced) texts preserved
in the Iraq Museum. Its dimensions are 14 x 9 cm. The text reveals a variety of labor
categories, including both men and women, with a clear record of differences in daily or
monthly wages granted to them.

It also highlights the allocation of workers across different productive sectors such as
agriculture, construction, and handicrafts. This reflects the central role played by the state
in regulating labor relations and the processes of production.
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