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ABSTRACT

Terrorism is one of the most significant challenges threatening peace
and security in Africa. In recent years, the continent has witnessed a
rise in the activity of terrorist groups that exploited state fragility, poor
governance, poverty, and internal conflicts. Al-Shabaab in Somalia
represents a prominent example of this expansion. Established in 2006
with the aim of overthrowing the Somali government and imposing an
extremist ideology, the group quickly evolved into a broader regional
threat. This study examines the role of Al-Shabaab in the growth of
terrorism in Africa, using historical, descriptive, and analytical
methodologies. It is divided into two main sections: the first addresses
the conceptual framework, and the second focuses on the movement’s
activities. The study concludes that Al-Shabaab has contributed to the
spread of extremism, the undermining of Somali stability, and the
depletion of its resources, and recommends adopting a comprehensive
counterterrorism strategy combining security efforts, development,

and improved public services.
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