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The Authority of Language and Its Psychological Impact on 

Guiding the Receiver (A Comparative Approach between Nahj 

Al-Balagha and Speech Act Theory) 

Abstract 
This study addresses the authority of language and its psychological impact on 
guiding the receiver through a comparative analytical examination of the texts 

of Nahj al-Balagha and speech act theory in modern linguistics. It adopts a 
pragmatic perspective that views language as a performative act capable of 

influencing consciousness and behavior, rather than merely as a tool for 
conveying meaning. Based on a descriptive-analytical comparative 

methodology, the research demonstrates that Alawi discourse employs multiple 
patterns of speech acts—such as commands, prohibitions, promises, and 

expressives—as psychological guiding mechanisms that contribute to shaping 
conviction, regulating behavior, and stimulating emotions. The study also 

reveals a remarkable intersection between traditional Arabic rhetoric and 
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contemporary pragmatic concepts, particularly regarding conditions of speech 
act fulfillment and contextual appropriateness. It concludes that Nahj al-Balagha 

represents an early and effective model of the pragmatic authority of language, 
confirming its enduring capacity for psychological and social influence, and 

opening new avenues for analyzing contemporary religious discourse. 
Keywords: authority of language, Nahj al-Balagha, speech acts, pragmatics, 
psychological influence. 
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