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Summary:

This review article analyzes unemployment in Iraq as a spatially uneven
phenomenon that differs across governorates and between urban centers
and peripheral areas. It shows how regional economic transformations—
especially oil-rent dependence, uneven private-sector growth, and the
weakening of productive sectors—have reshaped the geography and
forms of unemployment. The article highlights key consequences such as
widening regional disparities, internal migration to major cities, pressure
on services, and human-capital losses. It concludes that addressing
unemployment requires place-based policies linking employment to
regional development, economic diversification, infrastructure, and skills
aligned with local labor-market needs.
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