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< ABSTRACT

This research examines twenty duck-shaped weights obtained from the Iraqi Muse-
um, originating from various locations, periods, shapes, sizes, and materials, dating back
to different phases of Mesopotamian civilization. There is no doubt that these weights
played an effective and important role in markets and commercial centers, contributing
to fairness and balance between merchants and the public when weighing goods and
materials. Prior to the invention of weights and mathematical operations—and the use
of the sexagesimal system for calculations—barter had been the only available method
of exchange.The kings of Mesopotamia showed great interest in weights; they gave spe-
cific names to some of them, such as “the weight of the state” and “the measures of Bab
al-Madina.” They also enacted laws regulating weights. To legitimize these standards,
certain gods were associated with weights and scales. The duck shape, in particular, was
linked to the god Ba’u.The people of Mesopotamia carved these weight ducks in various
forms: some bore inscriptions, others were plain, and some were marked with vertical

lines, which likely served as indicators of weight.
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