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The Image of the Mother in Mahmoud Darwish's Poetry: Between

Symbolic Presence and Human Manifestations
(Poem to My Mother as a Model)
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Abstract

Mahmoud Darwish highlights the prison experience in his poetry as a
sensory and emotional embodiment of the duality of constraint and freedom,

where individual pain intertwines with the collective burden of the homeland.
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The homeland emerges in his verses as a symbol of the nurturing mother,
brimming with life, nostalgia, and hope. Within the solitude of imprisonment,
the poet reshapes his relationship with the surrounding world, transforming

suffering into a creative space rich with symbols and meanings.

Drawing from his ordeal, Darwish offers a profound humanistic vision that
illuminates his personal experience as a reflection of the nation's fractures and
aspirations. Through rediscovering the value of small, once—familiar details, he
weaves a poetic thread connecting imprisonment as a physical condition with
the homeland as a spiritual realm invoking freedom and dignity. In doing so,
Darwish delivers a message that transcends the personal to the universal,
where the prison symbolizes the shackles of occupation and the homeland

represents the sphere of resistance and rebirth.
Keywords: (Mother, Homeland, Emotional Affection)
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