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Abstract

This research adopts a critical approach to deconstruct the "State vs.
Non-State" binary within the Iraqgi context (2003-2026), transcending
formalistic interpretations to probe the depths of the politico-intellectual
crisis characterized by functional political alienation. The core
problematic lies in the patterning of 'liquid sovereignty," which has
enabled contemporary sub-state solidarities (Asabiyyal) to undermine
the monopoly on violence and political capitalization, thereby
transforming the legal framework into an arena for rentier-based

conflict.

The study establishes a theoretical trajectory  for transitioning from
'sovereignty fission" to 'institutional rationalization." This is proposed
through the replacement of consociational (quota—based) legitimacy with
"technical rationality"—manifested in the 'Platform State'—to codify
sovereignty and minimize discretionary human intervention. The outlook
for 2026 is contingent upon a shift toward 'Rational Geography,"
transforming the geopolitical sphere into an international interests—-based
environment (exemplified by the Development Road). Such a shift
ensures the decoupling of patronage from sub-national loyalties,
ultimately constructing a 'Strategic Reason' that reproduces the
individual as an active national subject and safeguards the social

contract from.identity—based, The research concludes that the dialectical
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relationship between the State and Non-State is patterned by the
philosophy of the rentier economic system, which has dissolved the Iraqi
individual into the fold of political clientelism. Reclaiming the State is
thus predicated on its rationalization, requiring a severance of the link
between rentierism and patronage to transform the Iraqi individual from
a disenfranchised 'client" into a productive citizen within a new social
contract centered on the Institution, rather than the Sub-component
Keywords: Non-State, Liquid Sovereignty, Political Rationalization,
Contemporary Asabiyyat (Solidarities), The Weighted State,

Political Clientelism, Platform State.
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