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Abstract

The British intervention in Malaya in the late YAth and Y4th centuries is a
landmark event in history, representing an important period in the history of
Southeast Asian colonialism. Malaya was attracted by its natural resources
and strategic location on trade routes, following the increasing British
interest in expanding the empire in Southeast Asia. The commercial
intervention was initially indirect, then developed into direct political
control through the Straits Settlements and the Malay Federal States. This
intervention had a major impact on the political, social and economic
aspects of Malaya. The presence of natural resources such as rubber and tin
brought Malaya into the global economy. British exploitation of the influx
of labor, which was from China and India, led to a demographic reshaping.
The British policy of governance was characterized by direct administration
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and indirect rule, and this colonial ideology produced a historical path that
made British colonization of Malaya a rich subject for historical studies.
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