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Philosophy of religion in early modern Japan
1603-1868
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Abstract
Philosophy of religion in Japan (1603-1868):

The purpose of this research is to discuss the religion concept for the
Japanese society during Edo period (1603-1868). The relation between the
religion and state had been shaped during Edo. This period had established the
modernization of Japan in unique and exclusive way. The feudal rulers
Shogunate during Edo were able to retain the Emperor Symbolism, but they
stripped him from all the executive authorities and they sought to transfer the
power for the Shogun. The Tokugawa rulers were able to fulfill this peaceful
transfer of power and maintain the independency and stability of their country
for 250 years through using Buddhism as an official religion for the state and
the Confuciusim Philosophy that established for the relationships among the
society according to certain hierarchy that considered the Shugon at the top of
this hierarchy and categorized the society based on four levels, each one of them
loyal to the Shogun.

We also discussed the Shinto as an original religion sanctifying the
emperor that politically exploited by the opponents of Tokugawa rulers who had
large role in collapsing the feudalism in 1868 and to arise Meiji era that claimed
the Shinto as an official religion for the state. Many ideological, political and
military developments happened during Meiji era that led to the defeat of Japan
in the 2nd world war.
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