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& ABSTRACT

The aim of this research is to shed light on the symbolism of the hand and its conno-
tations in the beliefs of the people of Mesopotamia. The artist depicted extended human
forms—such as gods, kings, and worshippers—in the art of Mesopotamia, due to the
significant importance of the hand. The hand is considered one of the most vital parts of
the body and one of the oldest symbols associated with human civilization. It represents
creation and creativity, and hand gestures were used to express human emotions and be-
haviors. Hand movements in Mesopotamian art varied depending on the identity and role
of the figure being represented. The most common gestures included those of blessing,

greeting, fertility, prayer, worship, authority, and power.
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