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Amnesty and its effect on legal Punishments 

Amnesty is considered one of the legal systems which punishment can be 
abolished. It annuls the judicial ruling of conviction and removes all legal 

effects of the criminal case arising from the committed act, without 
erasing the criminal nature of that act. Amnesty can granted as two 

shapes; one can be a general, issued by the legislative authority through a 
private law, encompassing all perpetrators of specific crimes defined by 

the legislator, or it can be as special amnesty, issued by a presidential or 
royal decree, exempting an individual convicted of a certain punishment 

from serving it. 

The researcher divided this study into two sections, concluding with 

several findings and recommendations, the most notable being: that the 

Iraqi legislator, when enacting any amnesty issued by law, should 

prioritize the public interest of society and not merely succumb to the 

desires of politicians and parliamentarians. Furthermore, this legal system 

should not be emptied of its substance by including those who do not 

deserve its provisions. 

Keywords: General Pardon – Special Pardon – Criminal Case – 

Secondary Punishment – Complementary Punishment  .  
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