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The preservation of antiquities is considered one of the most prominent responsibilities of the
archaeologist. The forms of preservation are diverse, among which preventive field conservation
is essential. This process is undertaken by the excavator when an artifact is revealed, transitioning
it from its burial environment to its exposure environment. Such measures serve to protect the ar-
tifact and prevent environmental shock, which often leads to irreversible damage if the excavator
neglects the necessary procedures during the uncovering process within archaeological mounds.

This topic is therefore of great importance, as it highlights the precise scientific methods that en-
sure the safeguarding of artifacts at the moment of discovery. Other forms of preservation involve
the systematic recording and documentation of each find at the excavation site, including assigning
inventory numbers, scientific photography, and producing detailed drawings of the discovered ob-
ject, along with full contextual descriptions.

Following documentation, artifacts must be carefully transported in rust-resistant wooden or
plastic boxes, cushioned with cotton and gauze to protect them from movement that could cause
breakage and potential loss. These finds are first transferred to the field laboratory and subsequently
to the museum, where they are stored until they can be examined by conservation and restoration
specialists.

At that stage, specialists employ precise and internationally recognized scientific methods to
carry out the necessary conservation treatments, thereby ensuring the artifact’s preservation and
prolonging its lifespan. This process allows scholars and researchers to conduct investigations,
produce academic studies, and ultimately make the artifacts available for exhibition in museums.
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