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Interpretation in the Evidences of the Comparative Form: A
Study in the Light of Deep Structure
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Abstract

Our research sheds light on the interpretive strategies employed by
morphologists when the form Aflal al-tafdil (the comparative/superlative
form) deviates in its formation from the rules they themselves established
and regarded as analogical (standard). This proceeds from the conditions
they stipulated, as they set specific criteria for forming the comparative
according to regular analogy.

We have examined these interpretive efforts in light of an important
modern linguistic theory, namely the theory of deep structure. The
significance of this study lies in its attempt to provide a new explanation
for a number of irregularities found in this domain, interpreted through
the lens of the aforementioned theory.
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