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The aesthetics of ambiguity in Akil Ali's poetry: a study in 

symbol, image and language 

Abstract 

Ambiguity is one of the most prominent features of modern Arabic 

poetry, as it has become an artistic medium that opens the horizon of 

interpretation and gives the text a special depth and aesthetic. The poet Aqil Ali 

is one of the most prominent poets in Iraq who made ambiguity an inherent 

feature of their poetic experience, influenced by the harsh political and social 

conditions he lived through. The mystery in his texts took on three main levels: 

the mystery of the symbol, the mystery of the poetic image, and the mystery of 

the language. His use of symbols brought different shifts to the trader, such as 
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time, Hope and wave, as it carried unfamiliar connotations. As for the poetic 

images in his texts, they were distinguished by boldness and inventiveness, such 

as "howling balconies" and"bleating poems", revealing a pronounced protest 

and political tendency. While linguistic ambiguity is manifested in its verbal 

economy and semantic intensification, which leaves the reader with the task of 

disclosure and exploration. The study concludes that Akil Ali's ambiguity was 

not an artificial complexity, but an artistic and existential means of expressing 

his vision of the world, his existential and political anxiety and alienation, 

which makes his poetry a rich experience worth stopping and in-depth reading. 
Keywords: (poetic mystery, poetry of Akil Ali, symbol, image and language) 
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