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The narrative structure of the character in the novel The 

Virgin of Sinjar by Ward Badr Al-Salem: an artistic study 

 

Abstract 
The research deals with an artistic study of the novel of the Sinjar maiden 

by focusing on the element of personality as the focus of the narrative, 

where the characters varied between educated, popular, symbolic, women 

and marginal, all of which contributed to the formation of the dramatic 

structure of the text. Sinjar has transformed from a mere geographical 

space into a symbol of a desirable homeland, while the characters carried 

a multidimensional symbolism such as loss, resistance, identity, and 

belonging. The text also reflects the dialectic of the interaction between 

the real and the imagined, to formulate a tragic and humane picture of 

genocide and persecution, and makes the novel an artistic testimony to 

the plight of the Yazidis, and at the same time a literary text that rises on 

the aesthetics of the narrative and the symbolism of the characters. 
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