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The Qur’anic text is regarded as the
most supreme form of discourse in
which the Arabic language manifests
its eloquence, rhetorical inimitability,
structural precision, and profound
meaning. It combines a meticulously
constructed linguistic form with
a spiritual message that addresses
humankind across different times
and places. Modern critical studies
have approached the Quran through
various perspectives, among which is
the concept of paratextual analysis, a
method concerned with the textual
thresholds that precede, accompany, or
surround the text, guiding the reader
toward specific interpretive horizons.
Within this framework, Surat Yunus
represents a fertile field for exploring
paratextual elements, as it opens
with an intriguing introduction (the
disjointed letters Alif-Lam-Ra), bears a
title associated with a prophet of deep
symbolic significance in the Islamic
tradition (Yunus, peace be upon
him), and unfolds through a narrative
structure  that transitions from
recounting the stories of messengers
and their peoples to portraying the
ultimate fate of humankind in the
Hereafter. These thresholds do not
function as mere formal devices;
rather, they play an essential role in
constructing meaning, directing the

reader, and shaping the reception of
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the text.

This study seeks to uncover the main
paratextual thresholds in Surat Yunus,
analyzing their functions and impact
in reinforcing the process of reception.
It aims to answer a central question:
How do the paratextual elements
in Surat Yunus open new horizons
of reading and guide the audience

toward the surah’s core meanings and

objectives?

The significance of this research
lies in bridging modern critical
methodologies—particularly the

concept of paratexts—with Quranic
studies. This offers a more integrated
understanding of the Qur’anic text and
demonstrates how form contributes to

shaping and directing meaning.

Keywords: Paratexts, Surat Yunus,
structure, title, literary criticism,
reception.
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