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Abstract 

The study addresses the 2017 Kurdistan Region of Iraq referendum from a 

constitutional and judicial perspective, as this referendum represents a unique 

case concerning the relationship between the federal and regional authorities in 

Iraq. The event highlighted the significant tension between the regional 

ambitions and the region's desire for self-determination on one hand, and the 

limits of federal authority and the necessity to preserve the unity of the state on 

the other. The region attempted to rely on constitutional bases and democratic 

principles to justify holding the referendum, but the applied legal procedures 

were controversial, and the Federal Supreme Court confirmed that any decision 

violating the constitutional provisions is null and void, regardless of its political 

justification. 

The experience also highlighted the role of constitutional judiciary as the 

guardian of state unity, as the Court issued binding decisions for the regional 

authorities aimed at regulating the legal and political dispute. The crisis 

revealed challenges in implementing the principles of federalism and 

democracy in Iraq, particularly regarding the rights of regions to self-

determination and the limits of their powers, which led to heightened tensions 

between the federal government and the region and sparked widespread political 

and legal debate. 

This referendum represents an exceptional model for studying constitutional 

disputes in federal states, illustrating how the Supreme Court can serve as the 

decisive authority in preserving state unity and ensuring adherence to 

constitutional laws, reflecting the importance of having clear and strong judicial 

mechanisms to resolve disputes between different authorities in a complex 

political environment. 
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