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Abstract:

This research aims to identify the impact of a proposed educational
program based on Merrill's theory on developing flexible thinking skills
among second-year intermediate students. To achieve this objective,
the researcher adopted a quasi—experimental design, specifically a pre—
test/post-test control group design. The research sample consisted of
60 second-year intermediate students, with 30 students in the
experimental group and 3( in the control group. The program's
development involved three stages: planning, implementation, and
evaluation. The research sample comprised second-year students from
Al-Najoud Intermediate School and [unclear — possibly a different
school name or group]. The research was conducted at the Al-Ataa
Day School, affiliated with the General Directorate of Education in
Baghdad's Al-Rusafa Il district. The researcher adopted the Flexible
Thinking Test (AI—JaIIad, 2014), which consists of 32 items. The test's
validity, reliability, and psychometric properties were confirmed. The
results showed that the students in the experimental group outperformed
the control group.

Keywords: Educational program, Merrill theory, Flexible thinking, Second
intermediate grade students.
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