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Abstract:
Al-Bayati is considered one of the most important Arab poets of the
modern era, and one of the most connected to human life. His creative
presence since the midOth century is a distinctive feature of the free verse
movement, or syllabic verse, due to the use of mythological, historical,
religious, and modernist symbols in his poetry. Through his artistic and
linguistic creativity, he was able to transform his personal experience into
a creative, universal vision. Al-Bayati was distinguished by a profound
sense of patriotism and a rejection of social and political oppression and
tyranny, which is evident in all his works. He is a poet burdened by the
concerns of the Arab citizen in all his vicissitudes and defeats. The poet
frequently employed symbolism, to the point that it became a defining
characteristic of his poetry. These symbols converge and blend with the
poet's personal experience and his understanding of existence. The symbol
of the eye is among the foremost symbols he used, as it is a rich symbolic
resource with diverse applications in constructing the text and its meaning.
For Al-Bayati, the eye is not merely the physical organ of sight, but a
means of clarity and defining vision, and an image reflecting awareness,
alienation, and lament. In many instances, the eye symbolizes observation,
surveillance, injustice, and tyranny. Beyond this symbolic diversity, the
eye in al-Bayati's poetry possesses a broad evocative power; it can express
hope and rebirth at times, and despair, ruin, and waiting at others, making
it one of the symbols most closely associated with his poetic vision.
Keywords: eye, symbol, meaning, alienation
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