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Abstract:

This study examines the relationship between good governance and peace
building in Iraq after 2003. It combines a conceptual and theoretical framing with
an analysis of practice and its constraints. The study starts from the premise that
sustainable peace cannot emerge in a context that lacks a functioning system of
good governance that embodies the principles of the rule of law, transparency,
accountability, participation, and social justice.

On the theoretical level, the research reviews the concept of good governance and
its core principles as developed in international literature, alongside the concept of
peace building in post-conflict settings, with a focus on the Iraqgi case as a complex
transition from state collapse to attempted state reconstruction. On the empirical
level, the study analyzes the extent to which good governance principles have been
implemented in Iraq after (2003), especially in the domains of the rule of law, anti-
corruption, political participation, and economic governance. It then traces how the
absence or weakness of these principles has affected peace building and stability,
and how corruption, weak rule of law, and consociational power-sharing have
reproduced violence and obstructed reconciliation and reconstruction. The study
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concludes that strengthening good governance is a structural precondition for any
serious project of sustainable peace in Iraq.
Keywords: Good governance , Peace building, Rule of law , Corruption.
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