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The Position of European Legislation on Granting Electronic Legal Personality to
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Summary:

The rapid pace of technological development has created profound legal challenges,
prompting the European legislator in 2017, through a series of recommendations, to
contemplate the necessity of granting legal personality to artificial intelligence. This
proposition was intended to enable the accountability of Al systems for their actions
or to confer certain rights or obligations upon them. However, in 2020, the European
Parliament issued a resolution rejecting the proposal to grant legal personality to Al.
This decision marked a turning pointin the legal debate surrounding the future of legal
liability in this field. The European Union justified its rejection based on a number of
legal, ethical, and philosophical considerations.

Nonetheless, the EU did not overlook the challenges posed by intelligent systems in
terms of civil liability and compensation for damages. As a result, the European
legislator sought alternative legislative solutions without resorting to granting Al legal
personality. One of the most prominent solutions has been the expansion of the
definition of “products” within European legislation. This expansion allows for holding
Al developers and providers accountable for any damages caused by Al systems. The
European Parliament recommended updating the definition of "product" to include
digital systems and artificial intelligence, thereby facilitating the accountability of
manufacturers in the event of harm.

The future of legal personality for Al will likely remain a subject of debate as long as
these systems lack self-awareness. It is expected that European legislation will
continue to develop precise legal tools that comprehensively regulate Al without
undermining the foundations of the existing legal system. In this way, the European
Union has offered a unique model for regulating the relationship between law and
technology—one based on flexibility, gradual development, and continuous risk
assessment.
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PUISQU'ILS SONT DEPOURVUS DE CERTAINES AUTRES QUALITES GENERALEMENT ASSOCIEES AUX
ETRES HUMAINS COMME LE LIBRE ARBITRE, L'INTENTIONNALITE, LA CONSCIENCE DE SOlI, LE SENS
MORAL ET LE SENTIMENT DE L'IDENTITE PERSONNELLE”. ARTICLE (201): FROM RAPPORT DE LA
COMEST SUR L'ETHIQUE DE LA ROBOTIQUE, PARIS, 2017.

(1) COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, THE COUNCIL, THE
EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS, ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE FOR EUROPE (2018). AVAILABLE VIA: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2018%3A237%3AFIN , DATE OF VISIT: 11/30/2024 AD.

(2) SARA ANDRADE: INTELLIGENCE ARTIFICIELLE: REFLEXION SUR LA RESPONSABILITE DU FAIT DES
LOGICIELS D'AIDE A LA DECISION MEDICALE. THESE PRESENTEE A FACULTE DE DROIT, DES
SCIENCES CRIMINELLES ET D'ADMINISTRATION PUBLIQUE, UNIVERSITE DE LAUSANNE, JUIN 2021, P.
(20). AVAILABLE VIA: https://serval.unil.ch/resource/serval:BIB_ 0C9FC913DD1E.P001/REF.pdf
, DATE OF VISIT: 11/30/2024 AD.

() RAPPORT DE L'ORGANISATION INTERNATIONALE DU TRAVAIL, TRAVAILLER POUR BATIR UN AVENIR
MEILLEUR, 22 JANVIER 2019. AVAILABLE VIA:
https://www.penserletravailautrement.fr/files/lavenir-du-travail-0it-2019.pdf , DATE OF VISIT:
11/30/2024 AD.

4) OPINION OF THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE ON ‘ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE —
THE CONSEQUENCES OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE ON THE (DIGITAL) SINGLE MARKET, PRODUCTION,
CONSUMPTION, EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIETY’ (OWN-INITIATIVE OPINION) (2017/c288/01), ARTICLE
(3/33).
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(3) EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION OF 20 OCTOBER 2020, ARTICLE (3/F).
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