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Abstract: External auditing is a fundamental tool for ensuring the credibility and
reliability of financial statements, particularly in light of increasingly complex business
environments and the growing need for specialized expertise that goes beyond the scope
of the traditional auditor’s work. In this context, the International Standards on Auditing
(ISAs) have devoted particular attention to the mechanisms of making use of the work
of the internal auditor (ISA 610) and the specialized expert (ISA 620), given their role
in enhancing the efficiency and quality of the audit process and strengthening users’
confidence in financial reports. Against this backdrop, the present study centers on the
following question: To what extent do external auditors in the Iraqi environment benefit
from the work of internal auditors and experts in light of the requirements of ISA 610
and ISA 620?

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach through a review of the relevant
literature and prior studies, in addition to a field survey using a questionnaire
administered to a sample of academics and practitioners working in the auditing field,
of which 106 questionnaires were deemed valid for analysis. The questionnaire focused
on measuring the extent of compliance with the requirements of ISA 610 relating to
objectivity, independence, technical competence, communication with the internal
auditor, and the review and documentation of internal audit work, as well as the extent
of compliance with the requirements of ISA 620 regarding the evaluation of the expert,
communication with the expert, documentation of the expert’s work, the expert’s
independence, and the use of the expert’s work.

The results revealed high mean scores and relative importance for all dimensions under
study, exceeding the theoretical mean of the five-point Likert scale. This indicates that
the level of external auditors’ reliance on the work of internal auditors and experts, in
line with the requirements of ISA 610 and ISA 620, is high in the Iraqi environment,
thereby contributing to strengthening the sufficiency and appropriateness of audit
evidence and improving the quality of the external audit process and its outcomes.
Furthermore, this study helps bridge a research gap related to the scarcity of Arabic
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studies that jointly address ISA 610 and ISA 620 within a single framework, and
provides a foundation upon which professional and regulatory practices in the field of
auditing may be further developed.

Keywords: ISA 610, ISA620 , External Auditor, Internal Auditor, Expert opinion.
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