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Justice and Tolerance in the Prophetic Tradition: The Rights of the
Neighbor as a Model
Dr. Abdulhameed Muzahim Shaker
abdulhameed. mm@uosamarra.edu.iq
University of Samarra / College of Education
Abstract :

This study explores the concepts of justice and tolerance in the Prophetic Sunnah
through a focused application on the rights of neighbors, as a representative
model of ethical implementation in Islamic teachings. It is grounded in a central
research question: how does the Sunnah contribute to establishing an integrated
framework of rights and obligations that ensures social justice and fosters a
culture of tolerance within society? The research employs an analytical and
inductive approach to Prophetic traditions, examining them within their legal and
magqasid-oriented contexts to uncover their underlying ethical and humanistic
dimensions. It further argues that the rights of neighbors in the Sunnah extend
beyond individual moral conduct, forming a comprehensive social system that
promotes mutual respect, safeguards human dignity, and supports peaceful
coexistence. The study concludes that the Prophetic Sunnah articulates a
profound notion of justice that transcends formal legal definitions to include
emotional and behavioral equity. It also affirms that tolerance is not merely an
abstract ideal but a lived value manifested through refraining from harm,
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extending kindness, and enduring difficulties in neighborly relations, regardless
of religious or social differences. Moreover, the frequent emphasis on neighborly
rights in Prophetic teachings reflects their central role in the moral architecture of
Islamic civilization. The paper highlights the contemporary relevance of these
values, suggesting that their revival can effectively address various forms of
social fragmentation and contribute to fostering compassion, solidarity, and
ethical cohesion. Accordingly, the Sunnah remains a vital civilizational reference
for cultivating balanced and humane societies.

Keywords: Justice, Tolerance, Prophetic Sunnah, Neighbor Rights, Social Ethics
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