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Abstract

Street vending is widespread, both in Iraq and other countries,
even developed ones. Despite its long history, it lacks any real
regulation that would make it an official and legally protected
business. We find that street vending is no longer limited to Iraqi
workers alone, but has also included foreigners—migrants or
those arriving in search of work—who find their calling in street
vending, which is easy to access and does not require large
capital or large facilities. Other features make it a flexible
business that is easy to start. It was necessary to examine this
group and study it in detail, to understand the reasons for the
spread of this unregulated business and to examine its negative
and positive effects.

We then explain the legal guarantees these workers enjoy,
which may protect them from clashes with security forces and
give their work an official status. When referring to neighboring
countries such as Qatar, Egypt, and other Arab and foreign
countries, they have given this segment great importance and
regulated its work by issuing laws or instructions specifically
regulating the work of street vendors. This regulation will benefit
both parties: the street vendor, who will operate under the
umbrella of the law, and the government, which will make this
work more organized and orderly. At the same time, it will
preserve the beauty of cities, which can be marred by street
vendor carts or stalls, by designating designated areas where they
are permitted to stand and display their wares. Finally, we call on
the Iraqi legislator to propose a draft law or instructions to
regulate the work of street vendors.

Keywords: Street Vendors, Informal Work, Iraq
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