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Abstract:

During the interwar period, particularly with the rise of totalitarian regimes,
Europe witnessed successive waves of mass displacement and political and ethnic
persecution. Amidst this turmoil, Portugal, under Anténio de Oliveira Salazar,
emerged as a key player on the Iberian and European stage, taking decisive stances
on two pivotal historical events: the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) and the
tragedy of Jewish emigration during World War II (1939-1945). This research
examines and analyzes Salazar's and his regime's positions on these two events,
exploring the political and humanitarian motivations and dimensions that shaped
his decisions.

Regarding the Spanish Civil War, the research reveals Salazar's explicit and
active support for the nationalist side led by General Francisco Franco. It
demonstrates how this stance had a profound impact on the internal situation in
Portugal, where Salazar exploited the perceived communist threat to consolidate
his grip on power, eliminate his political opponents, and entrench the foundations
of his totalitarian state. Regarding Jewish emigration, the research presents a more
complex and contradictory picture of Salazar's position. It shows that, despite his
initial reservations and attempts to restrict emigration, Salazar ultimately agreed,
under humanitarian and international pressure, to grant transit visas to tens of
thousands of refugees. The research highlights the humanitarian role played by
some Portuguese diplomats, who sometimes defied their government's instructions
to save as many lives as possible. However, the research also points out that
Salazar's policy was driven by pragmatism. He sought to maintain Portugal's
neutrality and its relations with both the Allies and the Axis powers, using the
refugee issue as a political tool to achieve this delicate balance. With the end of the
war, Portugal transformed from a temporary refuge into a launching pad for a new
wave of Holocaust survivors, many of whom headed to the United States in search
of a new future.

Keywords: mass emigration, Portugal, Spaniards, Jews, Holocaust, World
War I1.
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