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ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the role of persuasive appeals in confronting
psychological warfare in the new Iraqi media from the perspective of
experts, particularly in the context of the 2023 Provincial Council
elections. The researcher adopted the descriptive-analytical method,
utilizing two main tools: a survey conducted on a sample of 100
respondents, and in-depth interviews with 10 experts in media and
political analysis.

The findings revealed that emotional appeals are the most effective in
countering psychological campaigns, followed by logical and ethical
appeals. The results also indicated that digital media has a greater
impact than traditional media in mobilizing and influencing audiences;
however, it faces challenges such as weak organizational structures and
the spread of misinformation. The study recommends the development
of media strategies based on well-designed persuasive appeals that
enhance public awareness and resilience against psychological
propaganda, along with investing in modern technologies and building

the capacities of media professionals.
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