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Abstract:
While "tourism" as a modern concept didn't exist in Mamluk Egypt (1250-
1517 AD), this period saw intensive traveler movement for various
reasons, necessitating infrastructure and administration to support it. This
movement can be considered a nascent form of tourism. Mamluk Egypt
attracted visitors from diverse backgrounds. Pilgrimage to Mecca and
Medina was a primary motivator, with Cairo serving as a key gathering
point and departure for caravans. Students of knowledge flocked to Cairo
to benefit from prestigious educational institutions like Al-Azhar. As for
merchants, Egypt's role as a global trade hub connecting East and West
drew them in. Visits also included diplomats and explorers who sought to
document geography, cultures, and wonders.
An infrastructure evolved to serve these travelers. Land and Nile river
routes were the main arteries for movement, and despite not being fully
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paved, the state focused on securing them. Khans and Wikalas served as
primary accommodation centers, providing lodging for travelers and space
for storing goods. Ribats and Khangahs also offered shelter and food to
students of knowledge and the poor. Public baths were an integral part of
available services, and markets were vital centers for meeting visitors'
needs for food and goods. The state played a crucial, albeit indirect, role in
"tourism management." Securing roads through outposts and providing
escorts for caravans, especially pilgrimage convoys, was a top priority. The
state also encouraged, through Sultanic and princely endowments (awqaf),
the construction and maintenance of institutions serving travelers, such as
mosques, schools, and khans. Revenue collection through customs duties
on transit goods was part of this administration. Overall, the strength of the
Mamluk state contributed to maintaining security and order within cities,
providing a stable environment for travelers.

Visitors' experiences in Egypt were mostly positive. Visitors lauded Cairo's
grandeur and opulent architecture, along with its abundance of mosques
and schools. They also noted the richness of the markets and diversity of
goods, as well as the fertility of the land and abundance of provisions.
Scholars and students of knowledge recognized Egypt's status as a
prominent center of learning. Despite challenges like road hazards,
generosity and hospitality were among the most prominent characteristics
mentioned by travelers.

In-depth study reveals that "tourism" in the Mamluk era was a complex and
multifaceted phenomenon, not merely leisure, but an integral part of the
state's economic, social, religious, and scientific fabric. The indirect role
played by the Mamluk state in providing infrastructure, ensuring security,
and sponsoring institutions was crucial in making Egypt a vibrant and
prosperous destination that attracted visitors from all corners of the world,
leaving behind valuable records detailing their unique experiences.
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