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Abstract

This research examines the vital role played by maritime
straits in global oil trade. These straits represent strategic transit
points through which the majority of energy exports pass,
particularly the Straits of Hormuz, Bab el-Mandeb, and the Suez
Canal. The research highlights the economic importance of these
passages, but also reveals their geopolitical and environmental
fragility, making their stability a critical factor in global energy
security, even affecting global energy prices. Recurring crises
have threatened navigation and impacted energy prices, making
the search for strategic alternatives to these straits urgent,
whether through pipelines or the development of new land and
rail corridors. Therefore, the research discusses proposed
alternatives to reduce reliance on these corridors, such as
pipelines and new ports, with a particular focus on the
"Development Road" project in Iraq, a strategic initiative
launched by Iraq in 2023. This project aims to establish a land-
rail corridor starting from the Grand Faw Port in the far south,
extending north through Basra, Nasiriyah, Diwaniyah, Baghdad,
and Mosul, all the way to the Turkish border, where it connects
with European railways. The research concludes that these
alternatives complement, but are not entirely substitutes for, the
straits, and represent promising steps toward diversifying export
routes and achieving more sustainable energy security.
Furthermore, it emphasizes the need to invest in the
infrastructure of ports such as Faw, Dugm, and Aqaba, to enable
them to serve as integrated supply and export centers outside the
scope of maritime threats. It also highlights the importance of
encouraging specialized studies in the geography of transport and
energy, in order to provide a knowledge base that supports
geopolitical and economic decision-making in the oil sector.

Keywords: Straits, Oil Trade, Oil Prices
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