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Abstract:

The West African region is one of the most prominent regions of the African
continent, as it gained strategic importance through its geographical location and
natural resources, as it witnessed the establishment of many countries and
kingdoms, which enhanced its value and historical status, and this made it
vulnerable to external ambitions, especially European ones, as it was the first
African regions that Europeans reached at the beginning of the movement of
geographical discoveries, and by the nineteenth century, the West African region
witnessed a state of political turmoil that prevailed in the region during this century
and was characterized by With the emergence and collapse of a large number of
states, kingdoms and empires, wars also erupted between the rulers of local
kingdoms, as each ruler sought to expand his influence at the expense of his
neighbors, as well as European competition for control of the African continent in
general and West Africa in particular, which reached its peak during the second
half of the nineteenth century, and the resulting wars between the European
colonizer and local rulers

These expansionist wars coincided with the decision of the French government
in 1879 to build its colonial empire in West Africa, starting from its military bases
in Upper Senegal, towards Upper Niger, and from its bases in southern Ivory Coast.

Keywords: West Africa, Geographical Society, Industrial Revolution,
Franco-Prussian War, René Capé.
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