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Abstract.

Political marriage in the Akkadian state was a fundamental tool for strengthening
alliances among ruling families and ensuring loyalty, thereby contributing to the
consolidation of central authority. This policy had been in practice since the early
dynastic period, distinct from traditional familial marriages or sacred royal unions,
and became particularly evident during the reign of King Naram-Sin. A prominent
example of this practice is the marriage of Princess Tram-Akkad to the king of
Urkish, which was not merely a symbolic union but served as a practical means to
reinforce  Akkadian influence over neighboring regions, consolidate central
authority internally and externally, and ensure political stability. This form of
dynastic alliance also helped establish a network of relationships connecting
regional coalitions, serving long-term political and economic objectives, thereby
demonstrating the role of political marriage as an effective instrument in the
central governance strategy of the Akkadian state.
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