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Abstract

The issue of national identity in Iraq represents one of the fundamental axes
for understanding the nature of the social and political crises within Iraqi
society. Since its formation, the Iraqi political system has been unable to
formulate a comprehensive national identity capable of accommodating
religious, ethnic, sectarian, and even regional diversity. Historical challenges,
external interventions, and the accumulation of structural crises have
deepened divisions and reinforced sub-loyalties at the expense of national
affiliation.

This crisis - the identity crisis - has been reflected in the structure of the
Iraqi political system through the weakness of legitimacy, the disintegration of
its official institutions, the disruption of the political decision-making process,
and the fragility of the social contract between the state and society.
Accordingly, the research addresses the causes of this crisis and the factors
that contributed to its exacerbation. It also sheds light on its direct impact on
the course of the Iraqi political system after 2003, particularly with regard to
the absence of political, social, and economic stability. Overcoming this crisis
requires a comprehensive and integrated reformulation of the national identity
based on equal citizenship, the consolidation of the principle of the rule of
law, and the promotion of a culture of political participation, thus restoring the
political system's ability to cohesion and continuity.
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This crisis - the identity crisis - has been reflected in the structure of the
Iraqi political system through the weakness of legitimacy, the disintegration of
its official institutions, the disruption of the political decision-making process,
and the fragility of the social contract between the state and society.
Accordingly, the research addresses the causes of this crisis and the factors
that contributed to its exacerbation. It also sheds light on its direct impact on
the course of the Iraqi political system after 2003, particularly with regard to
the absence of political, social, and economic stability. Overcoming this crisis
requires a comprehensive and integrated reformulation of the national identity
based on equal citizenship, the consolidation of the principle of the rule of
law, and the promotion of a culture of political participation, thus restoring the
political system's ability to cohesion and continuity.
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