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Abstrac

Economic interests constitute the foundation of American strategic
orientations and represent one of the principal drivers of United States public policy.
Military forces, whether armies or naval fleets, are not deployed unless substantial
American interests are at stake in the targeted region. With the growing economic and
strategic significance of the Middle East, alongside the gradual withdrawal of British
influence, the United States emerged as a dominant and influential power seeking to
consolidate its control over the region and its peoples. This approach aimed primarily
at safeguarding vital economic interests, most notably the control of oil resources and
strategic waterways that play a crucial role in global transportation and trade.

Accordingly, this research seeks to analyze the economic and political
interests of the United States and assess their impact on American policy toward Iraq,
as well as ongoing efforts to exert dominance over Iraqi resources and shape the
country’s political orientation in line with U.S. strategic objectives. The study is
structured into three main sections: the first examines the early American orientation
toward Iraq; the second analyzes the key economic interests that shaped this
orientation; and the third addresses Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and the manner in
which this event facilitated the American advance into Iraq, ultimately culminating in
the 2003 overthrow of the Ba'ath regime and the subsequent direct military
occupation of Iraq by U.S. forces.
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