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The Legal Protection of the Right to Legitimate Identity Expression and
the Incitement of Hate Speech in Iraqi Legislation and Relevant
International and Regional Conventions

Abstract:

This study explores the legal protection of the right to legitimate identity
expression and the regulation of hate speech in Iraqi legislation, in comparison
with relevant international and regional instruments. It argues that protecting
identity expression is not opposed to combating hate speech but is essential to
it, as safe expression reduces the appeal of exclusionary and violent discourse.
The research highlights the absence of a unified definition of hate speech,
leading to inconsistent legal responses across states and potential
infringements on freedom of expression. It concludes by recommending the
adoption of a specific Iraqi law safeguarding freedom of opinion and
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expression, aligned with international conventions and responsive to Iraq’s
political and technological transformations, alongside the establishment of a

pluralistic national identity charter.
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