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Abstract

Women's associations that emerged in Egypt varied. Some focused on
Egyptian women, others focused on women coming from the Levant, or
associations for the purposes of a particular sect. Some had purely social
objectives, while others were political. The Egyptian Feminist Union was

established in 1923 through the efforts of Huda Sha'arawi, one of the most
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prominent feminist activists in Egypt. This resulted from a dispute with Saad

Zaghloul Pasha and the Wafd Central Committee for Women. The union also
called for the participation of Egyptian women in its conference, which was
also held in Rome in 1923.

The union clarified its political demands, rejecting and intersecting with
colonialist tendencies. It demanded the right to education at all levels for
women, and called for the abolition of the foreign privileges system at the
Berlin Conference in 1929 and the Istanbul Conference in 1935. At the same
time, it supported the Palestinian cause by all means, sending protest
telegrams to the British embassy in Cairo and holding conferences that
denounced Britain's unjust policy toward it. It even withdrew from the
Copenhagen Conference in 1935. 1939, when he found it biased in favor of
Jews and against Arab rights. Despite all these activities, the union did not
hesitate to fulfill its social role, establishing clinics and schools to care for
women, sponsoring talented women, such as the pilot Lutfia al-Nadi, and
establishing a cultural club equipped with all the necessities of a modern
woman.

Keywords: Women's Union, Egypt, Huda Shaarawi, women's movement,
.politics, society
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