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ABSTRACT

The philosophy of religion and identity is a rich and complex subject
explored by intellectuals like Muhammad Igbal, Fouad Zakaria, and
Abdallah Laroui. Igbal portrays religion as a vital force that reshapes
Islamic identity, viewing it not merely as rituals, but as a source of
inspiration that drives individuals toward self-realization. He asserts
that Islam can motivate progress and renaissance. In contrast, Fouad
Zakaria offers a critical perspective, considering religion a potential
obstacle to advancement. He calls for reevaluating religion through
the lens of reason and science, emphasizing the importance of
separating religion from cultural heritage to build identity on
rational foundations. Abdallah Laroui, however, views -cultural
identity as a dynamic process, asserting that religion is a component
but not the sole factor. He advocates for dialogue with other cultures
to strengthen identity. These thinkers’ ideas intersect, enriching the
discussion on the role of religion in shaping identities in Arab and

Islamic societies.
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