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Abstract:
This study presents a comparison between the battles of Harim (559

AH/1164 AD), led by Nur al-Din Mahmoud against the Byzantine-Armenian
Crusader alliance, and the decisive Hattin (583 AH/1187 AD), led by Saladin
against the Crusader forces. The research explores the events of both battles,
given their significant role in the history of the Crusader-Islamic conflict. The
Battle of Harim is seen as a strategic victory that enhanced Nur al-Din’s position,
demonstrating the ability of local Islamic forces to defeat the Crusader presence in
the Levant. Meanwhile, the Battle of Hattin was a military triumph that led to the
liberation of Jerusalem from Crusader control, a result of years of planning by
both Nur al-Din and Saladin. This study employs a comparative approach,
focusing on identifying the similarities and differences between the events and
historical phenomena, which deepens the understanding of both battles. The
comparative method is essential in historical research as it allows for the
exploration of perspectives that are only visible through such an approach. It aids
in understanding the evolution of Islamic military thought in confronting the
Crusaders, particularly in the context of the military history of the Crusades. This
method also illustrates how Muslim leaders benefited from their past experiences
in refining their strategies, which ultimately paved the way for their victories.

Keywords: Harim (559 AH/1164 AD), Hattin (583 AH/1187 AD), Nur al-Din
Mahmoud, Salah ad-Din al-Ayyubi.
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